
The Belvide Management team hope that members and guests will 
enjoy using our new improved toilet facilities which are the first part 
of a much larger project to make Belvide more accessible for all.  

The next two phases will involve restoring the main reserve 
pathway to its original 1.2m width and extending this path beyond 
the West End Hide through to the private tarmac driveway giving 
access to the whole length of the reserve, which is not only suitable 
for walkers but also wheelchairs, mobility scooters and children’s 
buggies. This will, of course, include access to our Hawkeshutts 
Hide which was designed to be fully accessible

Work on the paths will commence when ground conditions are 
suitable but must be completed by the end of 2017.  When these 
works are being carried out access will necessarily be restricted at 
times.  Members are therefore advised to check out Steve Nuttall’s  
Belvide Birding Blog where any potential restrictions will be posted 
daily, before they visit, to avoid disappointment on arrival.

This project has benefitted from a £20,000 grant from the 
People’s Postcode Lottery with WMBC meeting the remainder 
from Club Funds.  The Belvide Management Team and the 
West Midland Bird Club Executive Committee would like to 
express their gratitude to the players of People’s Postcode 
Lottery who have made this project possible.



How do our Toilets work? 
NatSol toilets depend on natural biological processes to break down human 
waste into composted material. The compost chamber extends 800mm 
below ground and is divided into two sections which are used alternately.  
When the first one is full, after about two years, that section is sealed and 
the pedestal moved to the second side and the cycle repeated. This means 
that when compost is removed from the first side it is at least two years old 
and nicely decomposed. 

Urine is diverted (see diagram) and sent to a soakaway  This together with 
the passive ventilation stack and wind cowl is designed to give  odour free 
operation.	
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For this to function successfully it is essential that the composting pile is not 
contaminated. The contents of the composting vault should only be human 
waste, toilet paper and the soak material provided.

Using the toilet 
Number twos: After using the toilet add a handful of ‘soak’ from the 
container above the WC pedestal.

Pee only: It is not necessary to add soak material if the user has only 
urinated.  Men should use the urinal provided or sit (the diagram above 
shows why this is essential)

The toilet lid should always be closed after use.

The Belvide Team request users then check to ensure that they leave 
the toilet as they found it (cleaning materials are provided in case you 
need them) 
Hand Cleansing: The toilet is equipped with an alcohol gel dispenser.

Finally if you find the toilet in an unacceptable condition please report it to 
Sue at belvide@westmidlandbirdclub.org.uk or 07375104597 or let a 
member of the Belvide Team know. Please remember - The way we use our 
toilets tells others about us.


http://natsol.co.uk/urine-diverting-compost-toilets/
mailto:belvide@westmidlandbirdclub.org.uk

